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PREFACE
C. Vita—Finzi

Claudio Vita—Finzi is Professor of Neotectonics at University College
London. He was educated in Argentina and England, where he graduated

from the University of Cambridge.  His PhD at the same University was
devoted to the alluvial history of western Libya. Following a further
period at Cambridge as Research Fellow he moved to University College
as Lecturer first in the Department of Geography and then in the Depart.

ment of Geological Sciences. He has done fieldwork on Quaternary Geo-
logy and Neotectonics in many parts of the Middle East, N. Africa, S. Ame-

rica, Europe and the Far East, notably Indonesia. He has recently initiated
a project in E. Taiwan. His latest book is Recent Earth Movements
(Academic Press 1986).

The range of contributions in this special issue of Sino—Geotechnics is a vivid reminder that
the assessment and management of seismic hazard is a collaborative enterprise requiring inputs from
geologists, engineers and soil scientists as well as seismologists. The visitor to Taiwan is impressed by
the success of this collaboration in countering a lethal mixture of dense population and vigorous seis-
micity. But, as the experts are the first to admit, there is room for further progress both in our under-
standing of seismic processes and in implementing measures to reduce the: impact.

One of the questions that is bound to arise in evaluating current work or considering the al-
location of funds is how much prominence is to be accorded to earthquake prediction and the related
issues of recurrence intervals and seismic gaps. My own view is the rather prosaic one that prediction
(and its pragmatic cousin forecasting) must always take second place to the design of earthquake-
resistant structures and the identification of sites which are earthquake—prone. Clearly the two aims are
intertwined: the design of structures requires a good understanding of the levels of seismicity to be ex-
pected at a specified level of probability. If this issue of the journal is a fair reflection of local thinking
the engineering community in Taiwan is very interested in the response of individual terrains to
specific seismic events.

In my own work I try to contribute to the chronological side of the problem primarily as a
means of understanding the mechanics of earthquakes rather than as a direct route to prediction but the
paper below (pp.5—17 ) tries to illustrate some of the ways in which earthquake chronology can be
of immediate service to the seismic engineer. It is an honour for me to contribute to Sino—Geo-
technics.
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